
Exports of the
Baltic and Finnish
craft ciders to
Australia

2nd PROJECT PARTNER MEETING / September 8, 2025 /
Pärnu, Estonia

Asnāte Ziemele, LCTA «Lauku celotajs»



BALTIC CIDER  BALT-FIN-CIDER

Knowledge-driven Baltic Cider
Production and Branding for
Growth and Competitiveness

Export projectscience project

01.07.2024 - 30.06.2027

Project partners:
"Lauku ceļotājs" (Latvia)
Estonian Rural Tourism (ERTO, Estonia)
Institute of Horticulture (Dobele, Latvia)
Estonian University of Life Sciences,
Institute of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences (Polli, Estonia)

Pilot cideries: 
Estonia: Kodas / Jaanihanso / Kloostrimetsa /
Tori
Latvia: Tālava / Lauskis / Herbsts / Mr. Plūme /
Abuls / Sabile / Mūrbūdu

Exports of the Baltic and
Finnish Craft Ciders to Australia

01.05.2025 - 30.04.2028
Project partners:

 "Lauku ceļotājs" (Latvia)
Estonian Rural Tourism (ERTO, Estonia)

 
Cooperation organisation in Finland: Craft
Cider association

Cideries:
Latvian, Estonian, and Finnish SMEs – craft
cider makers or entrepreneurs interested in
starting or improving the production of craft
cider made from fresh apple juice.

18 cideries - 1) participants of ACA + 2)
participants of training webinars + 3)
participants of project meetings



BALT-FIN-CIDER (CB0700297)

Latvian, Estonian and Finnish craft cider producers achieve sales in Australia

Project Goal:

May 1, 2025 - April 30, 2028

Project Duration:

1. Latvian Country Tourism Association
2. ERTO - Estonian Rural Tourism Organisation

Cooperation partner in Finland: Craft Cider association

Project Partners:

1  reporting period:st

01.05.2025.-31.10.2025.;
10 work days to submit the partner reports.



A1.1. Open call for cider producing SMEs

https://www.celotajs.lv/en/news/item/view/1428 

The call is open for the project duration. 

https://www.celotajs.lv/en/news/item/view/1428
https://www.celotajs.lv/en/news/item/view/1428


Good practice: 

a1.2. Baltic-Finnish Cider brand identity for
Australian market entry

Baltic Cider bottle / can
stickers - TRUST

MARK coming soon –
use them to promote

the brand

balticcider.com



COMPLETED UPCOMING AHEAD

 1st webinar -
August 28 

(more details in the
next slide)

2 webinars - TODAY

Technical Webinar with 
Sigrid Gertsen Schibbye

(Lallemand)
Commercial Webinar with

Tom Oliver 
(Oliver's Cider & Perry)

Handbook for Cider
Export to Australia
(period 2);

more online & face-to-
face trainings

a1.3. Preparation and training support to SMEs



a1.3. Preparation and
training support to SMEs
Feedback & Evaluation

Access the Webinar Recording: 
https://youtu.be/5J6Ey4I7c5M 

23 participants



Technical and commercial webinars

Please share your feedback regarding
today's webinars:

Technical Webinar: Gabe Cook & Sigrid Gertsen Schibbye (Lallemand)
Commercial Webinar: Gabe Cook & Tom Oliver (Oliver's Cider & Perry)



a2.1. Promotion and networking with the cider
community internationally

Who is interested in participating?

Deliverable 2.1.1: ProWine in Singapore (April 21-24, 2026)
Suggested option: Walk-On Package (min. 6 sqm)



ProWein in Düsseldorf (March 15-17, 2026), 
CiderCon in Rhode Island, US (February 2-5, 2026),
The 60th Australian Latvian Arts Festival in Adelaide, AUS
(December 26-31, 2025), 
Vinexpo Asia in HONG KONG (May 26–28, 2026),
Others…?

a2.1. Promotion and networking with the cider
community internationally - other events

for discussion:



A2.2. Promotion and
sales events in
Australia

Estimated six sales events in
Australia during the project

+ visits to cideries, plus additional visits to
retailers, bars, and restaurants to showcase
our products - TBC

1st visit to Australia and participation
in Australian Cider Awards (ACA)
20.10-01.11.2025



Important info for 1st
delegation to AUS

01

02

03
Upon arrival in Australia - customs declaration. 

Goods to declare - honey, wooden items, and others.
Check the list of prohibited or restricted items. 

Declare everything honestly!

VISA application (for free; valid for 12 months):
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-

visa/visa-listing/evisitor-651

Bottles/cans sent by ship: ETA Oct 7 (delayed by 21
days!) + 3 - 5 days for clearence etc. 

Further delays put the schedule at risk;
Extra bottles sent by plane?



Participation in ACA

The following quantities must be submitted (glass, cans or plastic/PET
containers):
(a) Standard and Speciality classes – four (4) of each container if less than
650ml, or three (3) of each container if 650ml or larger.
(b) Ice Cider or Perry and Pommeau – three (3) of each container if package
is less than 375ml, or two (2) of each container if 375ml or larger.

registered & entrance fee paid; 

2 cider types per producer



Cider delivery to aca

Bottles/ cans for ACA succsessfully sent to
Sabile by Sept 11;

Documents:
a) declaration for the movement of
excise goods in the system (e-AD);
b) invoice for Sabile (for non-
commercial purposes);
c) packing list.

All done with this?

DHL cargo plane on Sept 17

stickers on the bottles indicating which class
each cider is inthe class



a2.3. Promotion and sales support
materials - for sales events

Info leaflets – printed ✅
Baltic Cider Portfolio – printing in progress (Australia) ✅
Roll-up Banner – Preparation underway

PDF - balticcider.com/en/news

https://balticcider.com/en/news
https://balticcider.com/en/news


Cider descriptions in balticcider.com

Drop-down lists :

 18+ & alcohol harms health

Warnings required???



Twice per year; 
for distribution to the trade and other
relevant target audience.

Content:
ciders and cider makers;
cider news; 
upcoming events; 
www.balticcider.com promotion

a2.3. Promotion and sales
support materials - newsletter

coming soon...



www.instagram.com/baltic_cider

A2.4. Project communication to SMEs and
general public

www.balticcider.com
 www.facebook.com/balticcider

Follow and share our news/posts, and feel free to suggest content!

https://www.linkedin.com/company/baltic-cider/

https://www.instagram.com/baltic_cider/


Other proposals

Baltic cider WhatsApp group 

Topics for the next training sessions



Inese Šīrava

Deputy Director of the Export and Innovation Services Department, 

Investment and Development Agency of Latvia (LIAA)

Jeff Jarvis

Director: Graduate Tourism ProgramMonash University

Melbourne, Australia

Kimmo Aalto

Executive Director, Lomalaidun Finland

Steering group

September 8, 2025 (today) - 1  Steering group meetingst



project partner meeting

Meetings:
Kick off meeting June 12 (Rīga) - Latvian Country Tourism Association "Lauku ceļotājs";
2  partner meeting  September 8 (Pärnu) - NGO Estonian Rural Tourismnd

Next face-to-face meeting – March/April, Kurzeme region, Latvia?


