The Cold War In the
School Curriculum In
the UK

The practices around education and audience engagement
through annual

events and educational offerings aligned with the school
curriculum to promote

the Cold War heritage awareness and visitor engagement.

Milka Ivanova / Dr. Peter Robinson, The Cold War Network,
UK.
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Overview

* Background- Remembering the Cold War Project
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ne Cold War in schools.
he role of heritage sites and events in contextualizing the Cold War.

ne future: Collaboration between education and heritage networks.



Background Remembering the Cold War Project

* It all started with a British Academic Small Grant Project

* Preservation of Cold War heritage has gained ground in the last two decades in the UK, US and
Western Europe, leading to the emergence of a new niche with cultural tourism (Caraba, 2011). In
Eastern Europe, Cold War heritage and tourism is strongly related to communist regimes or their
downfall. The complexities of Cold War Tourism, its relationship with recent personal and
collective memories, dark tourism, battleless battlefields (Prideaux, 2007) and politically charged
narratives has led to very different approaches to ownership, preservation, interpretation an
accessibility of these sites.

* This project prpﬁpses a methodology which will offer greater insight into visitor engagement and
experiences within Cold War spaces to better inform long-term preservation, legacy
management, and interpretation.

* Project outputs will be aimed at both academic and heritage industry audiences to ensure the
project makes a significant impact recognising the importance of these sites to |de'IItHéJral

sector British
Academy
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Remembering The
Cold War: Western
Europe

Dr Peter Robinson
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In the UK

Scotland’s
Secret Bunker

The Gorse
Industrial
Estate

Hack Green
Nuclear
Bunker*

RAF Alconbury

IWM London*

Barnton Quarry

Kelveden Hatch
Nuclear Bunker

Holmpton
Nuclear
Bunker**

(Drakelow
Tunnels)

National Army
Museum*

RAF Radar
Museum (RAF
Neatishead)

Bentwaters
Cold War
Museum

(York Cold War
Bunker)

IWM Duxford

The Military
Intelligence
Museum

Bawdsey Radar
Museum

Dover Castle

Orford Ness

IWM North*

RAF Upper
Heyford
Heritage
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QUOTES
oo i AND FACTS
zeziozic [l WHICH MADE
S e on HISTORY
DURING THE
COLD WAR.

Cold War Quote...

epidemic a quarantine is
necessary to keep it from
infecting this nation"

AN EXAMPLE OF >y
Cold War Quofe.. ™ N”l’: LOULD HAPPEI

J. Edgar Hoover, March 1947

“All attempts at achieving
military superiority over the
USSR are futile. The Soviet
Union will never let that The Soviets detonated their
happen.” first atom bomb in northeast

Kazakhstan at 7:00 am, 29*
Yuri Andropov, 27* Morch 1983, August 1949.

Cold War Event...
Cold War Event...

] [ ]
[ ]
[ ]
chev. Wel The Vietnam War finally
Jether.” came to a brutal end in April
ecember 1984,

1975 as Saigon fell and the

Cold War Quote...
“ Cold War Event...
Suddenly there was an
S flash of i 2
s gt (e miard 7 Former leoder of the
9 o ] Democratic Republic of

An over-reliance on non-experts to present an expert heritage
The challenge of reinterpretation
Secrecy as a Marketing Tool

The Effect of Time

A Dissipating Technical Knowledge Base
Site Evolution

Challenging Structures

Questionably Authentic Equipment
Limited Archival Material

Limited Budgets

New Curatorial Methods

Lack of partnership working

Official Secrets Act and conflicting oral histories

$150 billion in fighting the

war. In the final moments, as
the last helicopter was about
to take off from the embassy

attempt to flee Vietnam.

Cold War Fact...
“«

The US Titan Nuclear missile is

“So far as on orms roce is
concerned, there's one going
on right now, but there's only
one side rocing.”

On the3rd June 1989,
1 million Chinese students and
workers staged @ non-violent
protest against the strong
communist regime. Army unifs,
supported by tanks were
ordered to clear the streets of
protesters. The numbers killed
during the Tiananmen Square
massacre are unknown as the
dead bodies were quickly
removed before they could
bbe counted.

AN EXAMPLE OF WHAT COULD HAPPEN 4

seen or that | think anyone
has ever seen.... Finally it was
over, diminishing, and we
looked towards the place the
bomb had been; there was
an enormous ball of fire
which grew and grew, and it
rolled o it grew.... A new
thing had just been born; @
new control; a new
understanding of man, which
man had acquired over
nature.”

One of the sclentists present of the
tosting of th bomb on
16" July 1945 in the New Mexico
Desert. World Wor Two would be

Cold War Quote...

“If we must compete let it
be on the playing fields and
not the battlefields.... If Soviet
youth could ottend American
schools and universities, they
sthand that we
do not wish the soviet people
any harm.... They would learn
that we're oll God's children,
with much in common”

Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh, led
North Vietam's battle for re-
unification for fifteen years.
After victory, ond six years
after his death, the former
copital of South Vietnam,
Saigon, was renomed Ho Chi

Mioh City in his honour.

Ronald Reagan, notionel TV
address, 14° November 1985 Cold War Event.

In 1963, o young Buddhist
monk committed suicide by

Cold War Fact...

The USA detonated twenty-
three nuclear devices at Bi
Atoll between 1946 and
1949. Many would send up @
column of water 5,000 feet
high and 2,000 feet across its

setting fire to himself in
Saigon, protesting ot Diem's
political regime in Viemom. It
wos the sixth act of self-
immolation in four months.

Cold War Event...

Cold War Fact...

The US Air Force dropped

more than 600,000 tons of
bombs on North Korea during
the Korean Wor, olmost as
many as were dropped on
Germany during World Wor
Two.

" Cold War Quote...

“The development of
world capitalism proceeds
not In the poth of smooth and
even progress but through
risls ond the cotastrophes of
a

Jesaph Stalin, Febrvary 1946.

Cold War Event...

The Palomares incident of
17" January 1966 was one.
of the most dromatic of
soveral "nuclear mis-hops
mid-alr collision over Spain's
Mediterranean coast
between o nuclear weapon
carrying US B-52 bomber
ond a refuelling fet resulted
in four H-bombs plummeting
1o Earth. Fortunately, the fail-
safe device prevented o
world nuclear catastrophe
although radicactive particles
were scattored for miles

landad.at the bot:
300, not#6 be found for

sighty days after tha incident,

base.

Cold War Quot

“I do ot regard the end
of the Cold War as a victery
for one side...The end of the
Cold War Is our common
victory”

Mikhall Garbachav, Jonvery 1992

3
Cold War Fact.

The first atom bomb which
killed some 100,000 people,
was 10 feet long, 28 inches
in diameter, weighed 9,000
pounds and was nicknomed

>

Cold War Event...

The largest ever explosion fo
be carried out on this planet
took place on 30° October
1961 by the Soviets and was
equivalent fo 50 million tons
of TNT. The flash was visi
600 miles away. This test

“Little Boy".

remains the largest ever
conducted.

On the 22 December 1989,
hated dictator of Romanio,
Nicoloe Ceausescu with his
equolly hated wife, Elena,
gave a speech from the
bolcony of his presidential
paloce before a spedially
ossembled crowd - Intending
10 show that he still had
supporters. After ruling the
country with a rod of irea
since 1965 and tuming it into
a police state, Romanians hod
had enough. After on uprising
by the Romanion people, the
Ceousecy's were coptured
and trioled before o military
tribunal. They were then shot
on Christmos doy. Elena’s last
words are rey 1o have
been “They'll shoot us Bike
- Cold War Quofe...

“1 om more than ever
convinced that communism is
©on the morch on o worldwide
scole, which only America can
stop.”

Sen. Arthur Vandenbers. 25 Apeit
Toas. ®




Findings: Visitors
Experience

Hidden history

Excitement/Fear

Complex sense of place
Contemporary geopolitical relevance
Reliance on authentic curatorship

Links with darkness/dark tourism
Links with battlefield tourism
Bunkerology and Urban Exploration
Curiosity/Secrecy

These radar

screens, from Directly relevant civilian or military role
R.A.F Buchan,

Sl el Military career (not-aligned)
hich tt _ _
Tast intercepts & Reluctance to talk about the period
of Soviet incursions -
into U.K. air space
were detected

and monitored.




Remembering The Cold
War: Eastern Europe

Dr Milka Ivanova




Communist heritage types in Bulgaria

* Monuments commemorating the birth or death of communist leaders
* Antifascist partisan life and death
* The glory of the Soviet Union and the Red Army, Russian-Bulgarian friendship

 Commemoration of specific historic events, battlefields, etc ( commemorative
plates, museums)

e Public buildings

* Tourism resorts

* Industries ( heavy and light ) sites
e Labour camps

Source: Mileva & lankova, 2021



cCommet
tourism

nist heritage
— current state

A dichotomous and adversarial approach to understanding
what communist heritage tourism is:

1. Communist heritage tourism is developed under the
‘western’ gaze’ and under the pressures of global tourism

market.

2. Ineastern and central Europe Communist Heritage is
unwanted past, a reminder of traumatic events.



Buzludja Today - Photography: Stanislav
Trayko
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The destruction
of the
Mausoleum of
Georgi
Dimitrov, Sofia-
archive - Georgi
Ovcharov,
architect
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Taking down the red star from Party
House, Sofia — archive BNR




Retro Museum, Varna, Bulgaria
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Black sea, Trabant Tours



Findings

An over-reliance on non-experts to present an expert heritage
Lived experiences

Dominated by walking tours

Predominantly western interests

The Challenge of reinterpretation — The Entertainment Value
The Effect of Time

Deliberate Destruction of Key sites

Challenging Structures

Haphazard Approach to Collections

Lost Archival Material

Limited Budgets

New Curatorial Methods




't is not that simple

* The fate of the communist sites in many countries is still subject to heated
debates

* The presence of trauma — between collective amnesia and collective
remembrance

Indifference, nostalgia, and expressed love and longing for the past

e Curiosity on the part of western tourists

Narratives of triumph of democracy

Nostalgia driven by the crisis of the transition period to market economy and a
crisis of democracy.

Viewed through the lens of the end of the regimes



Comparisons

Western Europe

Largely military

Secrecy, Spying and Big Tech
Access improving all the time
Suggests the West won the war

Some reuse of sites based on pop
culture around zombies, 28 Days
Later etc

Links to Urbex and Bunkerology
Links to Urbex

Eastern Europe

Largely social
Lived experiences

Interpretation largely tour
based

More hyperreal
experiences

Suggests the West won
the war (but doesn’t
attribute success)



B3 ImPACT
<=3 What have we achieved

* Dissemination event to industry at Kelvedon Hatch
Nuclear Bunker

* Two PhD/Academic Workshops
* Workshop for IWM Curators

* Creation of a network of Cold War Curators and Site
Owners

* Space for collaboration
e Developing and sharing expertise

* A series of follow up workshops on site and online
e Alconbury Weald

» Yorkshire Air Museum

» Orford Ness



The curriculum- background

* The Cold War is slipping away from living memory
* New generations know very little about the Cold War
* The Cold War in the UK curriculum is a relatively recent inclusion

* The Cold War is one of several key topics in modern history, so while
it is explored in detail, it shares time with other major topics such as
World Wars, Nazi Germany, and decolonization.

e Coverage often focuses on key moments like the Cuban Missile Crisis,
the Vietnam War, and the fall of the Berlin Wall.



The Curriculum — Breath of Topics

* At GCSE, the Cold War is taught as part of broader units like
superpower relations or international conflicts.

* At A-Level, it is studied in greater depth with a focus on
historiographical debates, such as the roles of individuals (e.g.,
Truman, Stalin, Gorbachev) and ideological frameworks.



The curriculum - Challenges

* Not all schools choose the same exam board, and some may prioritize
different historical topics over the Cold War.

* For example, some schools might emphasize domestic British history
or other global conflicts, meaning the Cold War might receive
relatively less attention.

* The global perspective doesn’t always take into account the role of
Britain



Role of Heritage Sites and Events in
Contextualizing the Cold War

* The Cold War as distant memory or as personal history
* Cold War Heritage development and access challenges
e Relatively new and emerging interest in the UK

* Under researched

* Lack of Expertise

* Diversity of Sites and Museums

* Decaying and Decommissioned sites

 Complex Narratives



Opportunities

* The Cold War offers rich educational value and modern relevance.

* Effective partnerships between educators and heritage organizations
can deepen understanding and engagement.

* Significant professional and public interest
* Opportunities for local development



Initiatives and the Future

* The Cold War Network, UK
* National Cold War Heritage Week Saturday 17th May to Friday 23rd May
»Launch in Leeds Beckett University

» Cold War Network Members support through special tours, exhibitions and
talks

e Education Group under the Cold War Network

* The Cold War Museum Toolkit developed as part of the ‘Materialising
the Cold War’ project, National Museum of Scotland and Sterling University

« Student Projects



Instead of 3
Conclusion

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/h
olly-bradford-92821a258 coldwar-
consultancyproject-networking-
ugcPost-7253784358619148288-
ithp?utm source=share&utm med
ium=member desktop
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* Thank you!



