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Military heritage as
a tourism product

To develop a common
tourism product - to provide
an attractive, modern, and
information-rich tourist
experience, and to promote
the military facilities as
accessible, understandable,
and safe for visitors,
especially for young
people/school-aged youth.




Military tourism platform:
https://militaryheritagetourism.info

MILITARY
HERITAGE
TOURISM

W ET T DE RU Visitors of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia have access to military heritage locations such as museums, fortifications, military
equipment, trails, bunkers, battle sites, military towns, infrastructural objects, as well as memorial sites which speak to the era
from the beginning of World War | in 1914 and the establishment of all three countries' independence in 1918, till the period
of restoration of independence in 1990/1991

Military hentage locations have descriptions, related memory stones, histonical and present-day photographs, tourism
services and recommendations on travel routes There is also information about a great many lesser known and less often
MAP visited sites that nevertheless are important historical locations of military heritage in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia,
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https://militaryheritagetourism.info/

Web portal https://militaryheritagetourism.info/ content

845 military objects: 35 bunkers, 19 military equipment, 45 battle sites,
407 memorial sites, 123 museums, 19 trails, 22 military towns, 122
infrastructure objects and 53 fortifications;

The 7 large timeline sections are divided into 264 smaller timeline
sections;

Descriptions of 129 historical topics;

300 Military Heritage tourism stories (tales, personal memories and
evidence about the military heritage locations and their history);

26 tours (with a total of 112 day descriptions);

Between objects, topics, timelines and stories there are a total of 5158 links;
106 user comments;

64 objects have their tourism programs added;

1155 attachments of GPS coordinates (objects, stories, topics, etc.).


https://militaryheritagetourism.info/

Historical periods and Timeline
World War 1 World War | (1914-1918)

Before the establishment of the
1918 — 1920 & Wars of Independence
M o/ clamation of the republic . Proclamation of the republic .' Proclamation of the republic
W of Latvia ~ of Estonia of Lithuania

In February 1918, the German military occupied A truce in World War | was organised after the  On 16 February 1918, the Coundil of Lithuania
present-day Vidzeme and Latgale. In Marchof 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. Estonians  proclaimed the restoration of the Lithuanian
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Sites

Memorial sites

Museums
Fortifications
Military equipment
Trails

Bunkers

Battle sites
Military towns

Infrastructure




An example
of a site
description

The Christmas Battle museum and outdoor exhibition

Museum
QSN T 11 i

The Christmas Battle Memorial Park and Museum is located in Jelgava municipality,
Valgunde parish, in the Mangali homestead. This museum is a branch of the Latvian War
Museum. It was opened in 2005 and is located in the area where Christmas Battles took
place. Unique World War | fortifications still remain in locations where battles took place.

The indoor exhibit contains objects found in the battlefield. The open-air exposition has
reconstructed fortifications. There are tourist routes and informative trails in the vicinity
of the museum. The open-air exposition of World War | fortifications and indoor exhibits
are available to visitors every day. Unique evidence of World War | fortifications can still
be found in the vicinity of LoZmetéjkalns. There is a 27 m tall observation tower that
provides a panoramic view of the area where the Christmas Baitle took place. The

Hisie u AP u m g Christmas Battle is probably the best known and most dramatic event of World War | in

Latvia. It has a special place in Latvia's military and cultural history. This engagement is

Ziemaasvétku kauju muzejs. Avots: Latvijas Lauku
thrisma asociacija "Lauku celotajs”.

mainly associated with the attack of Latvian Riflemen on the German Army units in
extremely harsh and unfavourable conditions. And it was also a unique situation where a
large-scale combat operation was started without artillery support.

Used sources and references:

| 8z
NF — =
‘ ) i translated by Google [show original]
Tarw O Official website of the Latvian War Museum. Available: http://www.karamuzejs.lv/lv/zm.aspx [Viewed:
B 2 \ March 21, 2021].
Bérzins, V. Latvian Riflemen: Drama and Tragedy. Riga: Publishing House of the Latvian Institute of
[No Title] 995.
J
ia‘-m
Educational programs
Lepdja
"— . . .
i= Latvian archer in Christmas battles
Kaipeds . . DU e
% \,a‘: 3 d by Google | )
/ Urenos apsk Christmas Battle WU - an authentic battlefield of World War I, we will create an idea for young people
Lietivs about the role of a person in war conditions, the daily life of soldiers and participation in batties. With an insight into
ry discipline and various interactive tasks focused on team create emotions that will make you
Kaunas e Vi0lus ink. After the lesson, you can use the bonfire site and a 7 km long inf ve walking trail through the battlefields
© OpenStreetMap contributors  on the territory of the museum.
56.8300,23.701 | ————

<« Mangali, Valgundes pag., Jelgavas novads, Latvia
R +37128349259, +371 67228147

A www.karamuzejs.iv/izm

& mangali@karamuzejs.iv

{ more

D\J Your comments

BB Ziemassvétku kauju muzejs e v S 22 :
) ? Sobrid Mangaju maju apkaimé notiek restauracijas darbi.

Juris Smalinskis Jan 3, 2025, 12:44:19PM

1914-1918 1 WWi1

Related timeline

1916 The front fine at Riga and the Daugava
River

1914 - 1918 World War |

[ January 1917 Battles and counterattacks

Related topics

Related stories

An entry in the diary of the moment

when soldiers learn about preparing

for the Christmas battles.

Latvian riflemen and their officers were informed at the
last minute about the start of the battle. Ridolfs Ivano!
a non-commissioned officer of the Sth Zemgale Latvi
Rifie Regiment, described in the diary the last evening

before the start of the battle. A short, but bright and...

Creation of defensive positions.

The description looks at the battlefield fortification in
general. It is based on the experience of the First Worid
War and the situation when necessary to organize
\’/Oék on f _‘cmﬁ.caﬂor‘s.

y Gougle Translate

About Christmas battles

The Christmas battie ended on January 11. The Latvian
rifiemen of the heavily fortified position of the German
army - etéjkalns - managed to take the battle on the
third day. The price of Christmas battles was very F
Hundreds of Latvian and other Russian army soldiers...




Military
eritage
tories

transtated by Google |
Soviet aviation raids on the
outskirts of Liepaja in October and
December 1944

At the end of World War Il, the German forces in
Courland were able to successfully defend
themselves for seven months, as the German
Navy maintained combat capability until the end
of World War Il and supplied Army Group North
and later Army Group Courland. The main port
was Liepaja, through which 80% of all cargo was

delivered and shipped, Liepaja thus became an
important target for the Soviet Baltic Navy and
long-range aviation.

sted by Google [
Rauna Freedom Monument or

Discovery at the site of the Grieze
filtration camp

Various objects belonging to former soldiers are
often found at the site of the Grieze filtration
camp and along the roads leading to it. Soldiers,
arrested civilians, prisoners of war, etc. disposed
of them for various reasons, both to avoid being
identified and to avoid being subjected to

*special attention”,

transiated by Google |
Russian military planes crash in
Ledurga and Zvarde landfill

transfated by Gougle |

At the beginning of 1992, twio chxet Mig-27 D
planes crashed on one day in mysterious
circumstances with an interval of 40 minutes in

Ledurga and Zvarde landfill.

A a b e vt by B e O e e R e r b U B L

o

translated by Google [Ghos
A guest from Sweden in the
airspace of the Képu peninsula

translated by Google
Janis Lapins and the sketch of the
first Latvian red - white - red flag

tra y Goagle |

Tl"e creatlon of the Latvian nahonal flag took
place during the First World War. In 1915, when
creating the flags of the Latvian Rifle Battalion,
some artists offered red-white-red colors for the
flag cast. After the teacher and journalist Janis
Lapins threw the red-white-red flag in the second
half of 1916, it was made by his student,
Marianna Straumane, a teacher at the Valmiera
Refugee Shelter. it is the first known and actually
made Latvian national flag, which has also
survived to this day.

translated by Google [Fhon

An entry in the dlary of the
moment when soldiers learn about
nreparina for the Christmas

translated by Goagle [

Aizporu half manor in the War of
Independence

Aizporu Half Manor, Aizpute district, Kalvene
municipality, is the westernmost place in Latvia to
which Colonel Oskars Kalpaks' separate battalion
retreated.

Halfway between RudbarZi and Kalvené, on the
side of the road, is the Aizpore cemetery. There is
a monument and 12 memorials to the volunteer
soldiers of Oskars Kalpaka's battalion.

Recollections of Olev Metsmaa

y Google
The base of seaplanes wa

in Papissaare and

the air defense batteries of Kiirassaare were built.

translated by Google Show ongma |
"Back in Mazirbe™ (excerpt)

A sharp event from the life of Vilnis Blumbergs,

when coming to Mazirbe to visit his aunt turned



Topics

Military events and
processes

Military individuals and
personalities

Military groups and
formations

Political groups and public
organisations

Political events, regimes
and situations

Military buildings,
complexes, territories and
weapons

Crimes against individuals
and humanity, criminal
regimes

Awards

A g snamr 8
- .uulllll,;
Ny LLL ]

Military individuals and personalities Military groups and formations

Military events and processes

Battes, mimges th e Cauldeon cnses. opershane Colones genersls. commanders of armes snd battle urits

altacks, kbaation

Political groups and public Political events, regimes and
organisations situations

Military buildings, complexes,
territories and weapons




Interactive map




Military Heritage Touring routes

M""ﬁfy Heritage T‘“”'"Q routes In the footsteps of the Forest brothers in Latvia and Estonia

e routes
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Aleng the banlaflclds of Kurzeme Pocket to Soviet Heritage adventure in Dundaga
Kurzante, Latvia

Life in Estonia during the Soviet occupation
Tallin, Hafjumas, Neissaar sland, Extorin
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In the footsteps of the Forest brothers in Latvia and Estonia
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Restauennt in Usma S botel & Camping nes

Latvia-Eston
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Camping nd holidary cottages “Usmax Meki® noar
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Military Heritage Sites with educational
programs |

Praili Museum of History and Applied Arts exhibition - Piokstiné Military Town

*Jazeps Basko - air coachman®

= Tour of the former military town

o el

“stia” Aviation Museum

Military theme park in Valga

= 2 Césis history and art museum in the New Castle of Césis =
i= Edukacine programa




MILITARAIS
MANTOJUMS
TORISMS

MANGALSALAS NOCIETINAJUMI
FORTIFICATIONS OF MANGALSALA
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AUDIO
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Lejupielddéjiet Mekl8taja rakstiet
iZi. TRAVEL “Mangaisaias nocietingjumi”
aplikaciju vai skenéjiet QR kodu

SAVINU NOLIKTAVAS
SHELL STORAGE

milifaryheritagetourism.info
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Common military
heritage network

MILITARY
HERITAGS
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Guidelines: Use of military heritage in tourism
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SOJAAJALOOPARANDI VADLINIJAS

KARINIO PAVELDO KASUTAMINE TURISMIS

PANAUDOJIMO BALTIJOS Eestis ja Litis MILITARA MANTOJUMA
SALYSE TURIZME GAIRES IZMANTOSANA TURISMA

JUHENDMATERJAL LATVIJA UN IGAUNIJA




New publications
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MILITARY
HERITAGE
TOURISM

Strong yesterday - free today!
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Social media
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Military Heritage Tourism

céja Katrina Serfante

o

12. Septemizis - &

This week, in September 10-11, partners of project "Extending the Baltic military heritage tournism
product in Lithu,
the project so

and Scuth Latvia” met in Klaipeda. mw Lithuania. to discuss the work done in
next tasks @
Project partners also visited two military heritage tourism objects in Lithuania:

«. ship-museum M52 “Soduvis” in Klaipeda. The purpose of the ship was once mine-hunting
detection and destruction;

A Mmuseum exposition in the coastal defense batt... Skatit vairak

O

VIESITES MUZEJS "SELIJA"/
VIESITE MUSEUM "SELIJA"

Q|

VIDES OBJEKTS "SINAGOGAS DARZS )
/ MEMORIAL "SYNAGOGUE GARDEN"




Military heritage tourism video

Under Soviet occupation

n the way to the restoration of Independence

/ 1945-1991

Q i

o) 0:29/500

https://voutu.be/7iRNozNCNIQ



https://youtu.be/7iRNozNCNIQ

14:00

Meeting at the Antinu Cemetery.

()

1. January, 2025
14:00 - 19:00

Christmas battle reenactment with First World War soldier uniforms, - Strong Yesferday, Free TOdOY. Latvia

weapons, and equipment;
Visit to the bunkers and trenches.

¥
3

>

15:00

Gathering at the Christmas Battle Museum "Mangali”

Solemn pledge by the Youth Guard;

Oath-taking ceremony of the 52nd Combat Support Battalion of the National
Guard;

Demonstrations of the National Armed Forces' weapons and equipment;
Military Heritage Tourism project Military Heritage 2 tent and stand — Baltic
States' military heritage tourism map;

Meeting with the Military Heritage 2 project team from Latvia, Estonia, and
Lithuania;

Bonfire with hot tea and pies.

SRR

16:00

Torch-lit procession from the Christmas Battle Museum "Mangali" to
LoZzmetéjkalns - the Machine-gun Hill.

Distance — approximately 7 km;
Duration — about one and a half hours.

17:30

Commemorative event and moment of remembrance at LoZzmetéjkalns.

17:30
Commemorative event and
B moment of remembrance at 14:00-15:00
Lozmetéjkalns Antinu Brethren Cemetery
Christmas battie reenactment

m "Mangali*

ng ceremony,

Museum "Mangall® to
Lozmetéjalns - the
Machine-gan Hiil. -

Speeches by state officials, representatives of the National Armed Forces,
National Guard, Jelgava district municipality;

Meeting with scouts at the tent camp;

Arrival of the torch-lit procession;

Orchestra and music;

Army field kitchen (warm porridge and tea);

Singing and music.

Christmas Battle Commemoration Event

,.‘ . A M



Share historical -

Ta\ Ir K3ds Stasts par pagajusa gadsimia militaro vest
Zina art citi, un, 131 1as paliktu neaizm

stories you know: L

militarV@ Ce’o taiS. IV @ Military Heritage Tourism

blicgja Lauma Strode @ - 26. janvaris -

Dalies ari Tu ar sev zindmiem stastiem, atminam
un legendam, rakstot zinu Facebook, vai sGtot tos |-

Uz..
Skatit vairak
OO Tu un vél 20 lietotaju 2 komentari
pirmdiena, 2021. gada 22. februdris |b Patik C) Komentét &> Dalies @- Ar sev zind 1 vésturiskiem stastiem, atminam un legendam
uz epastu military@celotajs.lv
.J.Jaunsudra.biﬁa pieminas Komentari ““" ) i
istabas parzine un * ’
novadpétniece Brigita Atbilstos : 7 B Ty b ' f
Tauckele ! ' bt . Pl : ‘
E- pasts: Q Maija Balodis e
brigita.tauckele@inbox.lv e s_tasts @ patmany -
Projekts"Militarais vecvectévu, Pirmais pasaules kars.
mantojums" 1308 Patik . Atbildét - Z
1 m 2 Autors
Military Heritage Tourism
@ Normunds Prieditis Maija, prieks dzirdét, Joti
“¥  |vara Grabana lietas kopija atrodas pie manis...Ja ir intrese varu padalities.... labprat to pierakstisim!
2y Sazinasimies ar jums

Patik - Atbildét - Zinojums - 2 ned. =

@ 2 Autors r

Military Heritage Tourism
Normund, noteikti interesé ¢ Uzrakstisu Jums privatu zinu.

privata véstulé! ¢

This presentation reflects the views of the author. The managing authority of the programme is not
liable for how this information may be used.
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