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Air Observer Corps (1950-1968) 

Extensive network of observation towers  

276 towers built 1951-1955  

Only 19 left 

Prefab concrete elements  

Landmarks 

 

 

 





 

 







Water infra works: 
moveable floating 
dams ready-in-
waiting and moored 
in a special port, 
inlates, defence dyke 





  



  



  



  



 Re-enactment in Olst 

 Water as a weapon  

 



  



After 40 years, the USA 
32nd Tactical Fighter 
Squadron left airbase 
Soesterberg in 1994. 
Farewell ceremony at Zulu 
shelter (QRA), in front 
tabvee shelters and 3 
McDonnell Douglas F-15 
Eagles 



  



  



  



SAS site Darp, nuclear storage, 
Municipal monument, lieu de memoire,  
Peace protest theatre 









  Report: Reconnaissance: Two Centuries of Military Heritage, 2019 

 - Recommendations 
  

 Policy Letter Minister to Parliament, April 2020: 

 * Assignment 

 - Generate & disseminate knowledge with local communities  

   and experts in the field Cold War Heritage 

 - Limited listing program on Cold War (Heritage) 

 

 - Final results:  

  . selecting process: 1000 – 500 – 48 

  . both military and civilian defence works  

  . utilitarian, concrete, invisible, underground, foribidden 

  . not all owners said ‘yes’ 

  . listing by Minister mid-2025 - events 

 
 



 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Participatory, multi-perspective and inclusive approach:  

- Mixed working group of 8 experts from in/outside (Faro) 

- Extending networks f.e. with Foundation Menno v 

Coehoorn, Ministry of Defence, Research institutes, 

universities, municipalities, monument owners etc.  

- Starting EU Cold War Heritage Network - 6 webinars 

- Initiating Platforms Military Heritage: 5x themes CW 

- Publications and lectures 

- Attention from (social) media 

 



Report: The Netherlands:  
Faithful Ally with ‘Hollanditis’ (Dec. 2024) 
 
6 storylines instead of 1 national narrative 

1. Moments of Escalation  

2. Arms Race 

3. Faithful Ally of the NATO 

4. Conscription 

5. Civil Defence  

6. Life during the Cold War  

 

Storylines are leading 

Starting point for selecting and validating 

Raising awareness 

 



  



  



Open Monuments Day 2024 

Queu 2,5 hours 

Metro station, Amsterdam 







Thank you for your attention. Any questions? 

 English/cultuurerfgoed.nl 

 


