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WHO WE ARE:

www.celotajs.lv

Professional association in tourism and local
food & beverage

Our main goal: rural tourism product de-

velopment, marketing, and lobbying.

Around 300 members – rural entrepreneurs 

including:

– accommodation and catering providers,
– food and beverage producers, craftsmen 
and small-scale producers,
– active and nature-based tourism service 
providers.

2



THE BEGINNINGS OF
LATVIAN CRAFT CIDER

Faster development of cider production in
the last 10 years.

The cider culture in LV began to develop
about 20-25 years ago, when the first-
cider producers, inspired by the traditional
cider countries, saw interesting prospects
for the local apples.
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In 2019 we started the Latvian cider
route project with the aim of
celebrating cider as a national drink
and developing the cider route as a
culinary tourism product.

Atbalsta Zemkopības ministrija un Lauku atbalsta dienests

6 Cider Producers 
with a Developed

Tourism Offer
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LATVIAN CIDER ROUTE – A
PILOT PRODUCT WITHIN
EU PROJECT BASCIL

15 

7 

participants

pilot companies
1.Mr. Plūme Cidery
2.Abava Winery
3.Abuls Cider
4.Sabile Cider
5.Turkalne manor
6.Lauskis Cidery
7.Tālava 
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TRAINING AND CAPACITY-
BUILDING ACTIVITIES

Highlights
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NICA 2023 IN LATVIA - THE
NORDIC INTERNATIONAL
CIDER AWARDS
251 ciders / 106 producers / 19 countries. 

With the support of the Bascil project and Latvian
Ministry of Agriculture.

Latvian cider producers:

2 Absolute gold medals;

2 gold medals;

7 silver medals;

9 bronze medals.
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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR:
“EXPLORING THE TRENDS AND
CHALLENGES OF THE CIDER WORLD”
(2023, Riga, NICA)

Speakers of the Seminar –
Superstars of the Cider World:

Tom Oliver (UK)
Darlene Heyes (USA)
Claude Jolicoeur (Canada)
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SEMINAR:
WHAT’S IMPORTANT FOR DEVELOPING
A CIDER BRAND (2024, Riga / online)
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A TRAINING DEVELOPED BY THE
AMERICAN CIDER ASSOCIATION –
CERTIFIED CIDER GUIDE (LEVEL 1) –
BY GABE COOK (2024, Riga)

24 participants
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Baltic Cider Workshop
by Gabe Cook (2024, Riga)

Discovering Latvia’s / Baltic
Cider Identity

What Makes Latvian Cider
Different Globally

Skills for Presenting Cider

27 participants
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A TRAINING SESSION: 
"QUALITATIVE EXPERIENCE ON THE
IMPACT OF TERROIR ON CIDER, HOW
TO USE IT IN STORY TELLING FOR
VISITORS" – BY GABE COOK (2025,
Smiltene-Latvia / online)
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EXPERIENCE EXCHANGE TRIP
TO LITHUANIA 
BASCIL PILOTS (2025)

7 participants
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ACTIVITIES FOR PROMOTING
THE LATVIAN CIDER ROUTE

Highlights
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CIDER MARKET IN RIGA (2024)

11 cider producers
~1000 visitors
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STEAK AND CIDER MEET IN

ĀGENSKALNS (2025, Riga)

Organised by Zemnieku Saeima as part of their
Bascil Culinary Tourism Route “The Journey of
Flavour Explorers”, in cooperation with the Latvian
Cider Route by Lauku Ceļotājs

8 cider producers
~1000 visitors
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PROMOTIONAL VIDEO -
LATVIAN CIDER ROUTE 
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DIGITAL AND PRINTED

MARKETING MATERIALS
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SUMMARY OF NEW SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE GAINED THROUGH
THE PROJECT BY LATVIAN CIDER
ROUTE PILOT COMPANIES

From Lauku Ceļotājs’ point of view:
Latvian cider producers have become a
united community with a stronger
ability to work together to achieve
larger goals.
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LATVIAN
CIDER ROUTE BALTIC CIDER

ABAVAS
ĢIMENES
VĪNDARĪTAVA

TURKALNES 
MUIŽA

NAUKŠĒNU
VĪNA
DARĪTAVA

TĀLAVAS SIDRS

ABULS

MR.PLŪME SIDRA
DARĪTAVA

finland

estonia

latvia
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BALTIC CIDER (2024-2027)
 Aknowledge-based brand developed in cooperation 

with cider makers in Latvia and Estonia, the Latvian and
Estonian Rural Tourism associations, the Institute of
Horticulture of Latvia, and the Institute of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences of Estonia.

Joint marketing:

Baltic cider route, common web page and social media 
accounts;

Terroir map based on the analysis of apples, apple 
juice, soil, and experimental cider batches.

The most suitable apple varieties for cider
production will be identified. In the future, the
brand could also include 
producers from Lithuania.
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EXPORT OF THE BALTIC 
AND FINNISH 

CRAFT CIDERS TO 
AUSTRALIA (2025-2028)  
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BUILDING UP 
THE BALTIC CIDER 

COMUNITY
 18 producers from

Latvia, Estonia Finland

balticcider.com/cideries
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Lauku Celotajs
@LaukuCelotajs

lauku@celotajs.lv

Lauku Celotajs / Baltic Country holidays
@LaukuCelotajs

@latvianciderroute


