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• 225,000 kilometres of public path 

in England and Wales

• Ramblers GB has important role in 

protecting, expanding and 

improving these paths

• We have a focus on making sure 

people have access to the path 

network

Our work on paths



Our research
• Collected path data for 98.5% of the land surface of 

England and Wales
• Demographic data: deprivation, age, ethnicity, 

income, heart-attacks, mental health, age of 
homes

• Looked at neighbourhoods (every 1,500–2,500 
people)

• Landscape data: satellite data on greenness, 
nature reserves, National Parks, rural/urban, 
lakeside/riverside





• 400m = 5 
minutes’ walk

• 800m = 10 
minutes’ walk

• 1,200m = 15 
minutes’ walk

• • 1,600m = 20 
minutes’ walk

• • 3,200m = 40 
minutes’ walk



PRoW = Public Right of Way (public paths)



Length of green path within 10-minute walkLength of path within 10-minute walk





What have we found out?

Our analysis shows that the value of the public path network is: 

£1.8bn (€2bn) per year, or £32.20 per person per year in England
£109m (€125m) per year, or £35.30 per person per year in Wales

The network’s usage adds over 3,000 healthy years of life to the nation





https://dontloseyourway.ramblers.org.uk/ 

https://dontloseyourway.ramblers.org.uk/










Public polling: what we found 
out…

Only half of all people surveyed know (some of) their rights and 
responsibilities when out walking on the path network

83% of people agree that
the path network is a 

national asset

85% of people agree that
the path network 

should be protected for 
future generations

Almost a third of all respondents told us one 
of the main reasons they don't go out 

walking on the path network is because
they don't know where paths are or 

where they go



What we found out…

'Physical barriers stop me from using 
the path network'

24% of people in England
28% of people in Wales

22% of people in Scotland
56% of people registered physically 

disabled

















We want:
• People to have a variety of walking experiences
• To target our work and expand the path network
• Greater accessibility of our paths
• More investment (& legislation)



More information
• Ramblers research: 

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/who-has-access-our-
paths

• Paths for All: 
https://www.pathsforall.org.uk/resource/resource/ou
tdoor-accessibility-guidance-download

• Miles without Stiles: 
https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/visiting/miles-
without-stiles

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/who-has-access-our-paths
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/who-has-access-our-paths
https://www.pathsforall.org.uk/resource/resource/outdoor-accessibility-guidance-download
https://www.pathsforall.org.uk/resource/resource/outdoor-accessibility-guidance-download
https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/visiting/miles-without-stiles
https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/visiting/miles-without-stiles


Thank you
Jack.Cornish@Ramblers.org.uk

mailto:Jack.Cornish@Ramblers.org.uk
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