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Press Release 
June 10, 2026
Military Heritage Travel Routes Turn History into an Engaging Experience for School-Age Youth
A new section has been created on the Military Heritage Tourism website www.militaryheritagetourism.info, featuring educational one-day and multi-day travel routes designed for school-age youth. The routes connect sites in Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia that offer interactive and engaging programmes specifically developed for young people. They help schools organise interesting educational excursions while also providing families with opportunities to explore Baltic history together. The Military Heritage Tourism website currently brings together more than one thousand sites related to the military history of the Baltic States.
History Beyond the Classroom
For school-age youth, it is increasingly important not only to learn historical facts but also to understand the events and processes that have shaped today’s world. History becomes much more tangible and meaningful when visiting authentic locations where significant events took place, listening to stories told by historians, holding objects once used by soldiers in the trenches or by people during everyday life in the Soviet period, and exploring the past through interactive games and practical activities together with friends or family.
The programmes have been designed to make historical context accessible and engaging for young people who have not personally experienced the changes in historical eras, unlike their parents’ and grandparents’ generations. Historical events are not merely dates in textbooks; they are real stories whose consequences and impact are still visible in our society and everyday lives. 
From the Baltic Wars of Independence to the Present Day
The educational routes offer an opportunity to experience history in its authentic setting – bunkers, museums, battlefields, military fortifications and memorial sites. Such experiences help visitors better understand not only historical events but also the lives, choices and values of the people who shaped the Baltic States’ path to independence.
The sites included in the routes cover the First World War, the Latvian, Lithuanian and Estonian Wars of Independence, the Second World War, the occupation period, the national resistance movement, and the restoration of independence.
In addition to multi-day travel itineraries, the website also features 27 one-day routes:
https://militaryheritagetourism.info/en/events/programs/tours
Planning Your Trip
The routes are not overloaded with a large number of attractions, allowing sufficient time to be spent at each site and enabling participants to fully engage in the activities offered.
Each route description includes:
· Starting and finishing points;
· Route length;
· Estimated duration;
· Sites included in the itinerary;
· A map showing site locations and the recommended route;
· Available programmes, including guided tours, games and practical activities. Programme descriptions include information about their content, target age groups, themes and other practical details.
When planning a visit, travellers are advised to check practical information in advance, such as opening hours and available services.
27 One-Day Military Heritage Routes in Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia
LATVIA
1. On the Path to Freedom: Soldiers' Memorial and Battle Sites in Kurzeme
Airītes – Skrunda – Liepāja – Karosta
Latvia’s War of Independence, the First World War and the Soviet occupation. The route includes the Oskars Kalpaks Museum “Airītes”, Skrunda Manor, the Liepāja Redan, the Northern Forts and Karosta Prison.
2. Latvia’s Most Secret Places
Museum of the Occupation of Latvia – Brīvības Street – “Corner House”
A short but intensive tour in Riga, introducing visitors to the Soviet occupation’s system of repression and mechanisms of power.
3. Military Heritage in Vidzeme: Freedom Fighters, Legionnaires, Forest Brothers and Deportations
Cēsis – Melturi – Ieriķi – Amata School
This route connects sites related to the Wars of Independence, the Second World War, the Cold War and Soviet repression, beginning in Cēsis at the “The Burning Conscience” exhibition and ending at the Melānija Vanaga Museum.
4. Defence Lines around Riga during the First and Second World Wars
Tīnūži – Ropaži – Allažmuiža – More
By visiting Tīnūži Manor, the surroundings of Ropaži and Allažmuiža, as well as the More Battle Museum and Memorial Park, the tour combines historical insight with an authentic battlefield experience in a natural setting.
5. Blizzard of Souls on the Plain of Tireli
Antiņi Brothers’ Cemetery – Ložmetējkalns – “Mangaļi”
This route is dedicated to the Christmas Battles and the experience of the Latvian Riflemen during the First World War. It features trenches, dugouts, a field hospital supply depot, a viewing tower and the “German Rampart” – a section of German defensive fortifications.

6. The Trails of Mangaļsala
Mangaļu Street Parking Area – Mangaļsala Pier
A walking route (approx. 5–6 km) introducing the coastal defence fortification system from the First and Second World Wars through to the Soviet occupation period.
7. The Courland Fortress and National Partisans
Īle – Zvārde – Saldus – Ezere
Evidence of the Second World War, the partisan movement and the Soviet occupation, stretching from the Īle Partisan Bunker through the former Zvārde military training ground to the Ezere Customs House – the site where the capitulation of the Courland Pocket was signed.
8. Soviet Occupation in Riga and Latvia
Brīvības Street – Sigulda – Līgatne – Skaļupes
Stories of Soviet repression and resistance, from the “Corner House” in Riga to the secret underground government bunker in Skaļupes.
9. Karosta – A City Within a City
Karosta Prison – Northern Forts – Redan – Karosta Water Tower
Karosta is the largest historic military territory in the Baltics, covering almost one-third of Liepāja. It is a unique complex of military and fortification heritage on the Baltic Sea coast, where grand late-19th-century architecture intertwines with the harshness of military life.
LITHUANIA
10. The Iron Curtain on the Lithuanian Coast
Klaipėda – Giruliai – Palanga
The history of the Second World War, Soviet occupation and resistance along the coast, featuring military fortifications, museum exhibitions, minesweeper and a resistance movement museum.
11. The Cold War around Lake Plateliai in Žemaitija National Park
Plokštinė – Beržoras – Plateliai
A former ballistic missile base and Cold War heritage site, featuring underground missile silos, a military town and memorial sites.
12. The Second World War in Kaunas and Soviet Spy Games
Kaunas Ninth Fort – KGB Bunker – Vytautas the Great War Museum
Key chapters of Lithuania’s military history, from the World Wars to the Cold War.
ESTONIA
13. Military Heritage of Saaremaa Island
Kuivastu – Muhu – Saaremaa – Orissaare – Leisi – Pammana
Military heritage of the First and Second World Wars along the Baltic Sea coast, including coastal defence batteries, landing sites and war museums.
14. A Submarine, an Icebreaker and Estonia’s Oldest Shipwreck
Tallinn – Seaplane Harbour – Patarei Sea Fortress
This walking tour in Tallinn introduces the military history of the Baltic Sea region from the First World War to the Soviet occupation period.
15. Naissaar Island – A Secret Soviet Site
Tallinn – Naissaar – Tallinn
Bunkers, coastal defence batteries and military infrastructure on an island that was once closed to the public.
16. Military Heritage of Tartu and Its Surroundings on Land and in the Air
Tartu – Lange
Estonia’s War of Independence, the Second World War and the Soviet occupation period, featuring battle sites, KGB prison cells, the Estonian Aviation Museum and anti-tank defence lines.
17. Museum Railway and the Põrgupõhja Bunker
Lavassāre – Pärnu-Jaagupi – Põrgupõhja
Second World War events, the Forest Brothers movement, remembrance of the War of Independence and post-war developments.
18. On the Tracks of History – Haapsalu
Risti – Nigula – Haapsalu
Sites related to the War of Independence, the Second World War and the Soviet occupation period, including “The Railway Tracks Remember” exhibition and the Haapsalu Railway and Communications Museum.
19. Military Heritage of Hiiumaa Island
Heltermaa – Tahkuna – Kärdla – Sõru
From the First World War and the Wars of Independence to the Second World War and the Cold War period: coastal defence batteries and war heritage.
20. Military and Aviation Heritage in Southern Estonia
Valga – Tartu County
Military and aviation history from different periods of the 20th century, including the Valga Military Museum and the Estonian Aviation Museum.
21. Testimonies of Military Events in Setomaa
Värska – Saatse
Evidence of the War of Independence and the Soviet occupation in the border region, including the War of Independence Monument, the former Northern Military Camp, the Värska Visitor Centre and the Saatse Museum.
22. Estonian Military History in One Day
Viimsi – Maarjamäe – Vabamu
From the World Wars to the restoration of independence: the Estonian War Museum, the Memorial to the Victims of Communism, KGB prison cells and the Vabamu Museum, presenting stories of freedom, resistance and repression.
23. Border Towns of Two Countries – Valka and Valga
Valka – Valga
Military and independence history of the Latvian–Estonian border region, including the exhibition “Valka – The Cradle of Latvia’s Independence”, the underground bunkers of Valka, Valga Railway Station and the Valga Military Museum Theme Park.
CROSS-BORDER ROUTES
24. The First World War on the Latvia–Lithuania Border
Medumi – Zarasai – Turmantas – Kimbartiškė
The First World War on the Eastern Front in Latgale and Aukštaitija, featuring the Medumi First World War Museum, the Turmantas exhibition, and the German Army positions at Kimbartiškė, including bunkers, artillery sites and historical battlefield remains.
25. The End of the Second World War and the Beginning of Soviet Occupation in Kurzeme and Žemaitija
Saldus – Ezere – Mažeikiai – Telšiai
The Ezere Customs House, the German Soldiers’ Cemetery in Saldus, the Cold War Exhibition in Plokštinė and the Žemaitija Museum “Alka”.
26. National Partisans on the Latvia–Estonia Border
Stompaki – Alūksne – Ape – Võru
Stompaki Swamp – the largest national partisan settlement in the Baltics, the Alūksne Museum, and the Metsavenna Farm partisan hideout, where visitors can experience the daily life of national partisans.
27. Coastal Defence Structures and Fortresses in Liepāja and Klaipėda
Karosta – Liepāja – Rucava – Palanga – Klaipėda
Military heritage of the First and Second World Wars and the Soviet occupation along the Baltic coast, including Karosta Prison and Redan Fort in Liepāja, the Memel-Nord coastal defence battery, and the interactive game “Escape Bunker 1944”.
We invite everyone to spend their summer holidays in Latvia, discovering the shared history of statehood and independence in Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia.
Contact: Juris Smaļinskis, juris@celotajs.lv, +371 29395185
Best regards,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Latvian Country Tourism Association "Lauku ceļotājs" 
This press release has been prepared within the framework of project EE-LV00094 “Improved Accessibility of the Latvian-Estonian Military Heritage Tourism Product” (MIL-HER ACCESSIBLE), implemented with the financial support of the European Union and the Interreg VI-A Estonia–Latvia Programme 2021–2027. Its contents are the sole responsibility of Latvian Country Tourism Association "Lauku ceļotājs" and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.
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