Study-tour for “Gites de France” in Latvia
April 26 - May 3, 2005
Tuesday April 26th 

23:10
Arrival in Riga. (the driver will hold the sign “Gite de France” in the arrival hall).
Transfer to the hotel TIA*** in Riga.
Overnight in hotel (SGL room accommodation)
Wednesday April 27th 
Baltic Sea coast in Vidzeme region

07:30
Breakfast in the hotel.
08:30
Meeting with project manager of “Lauku Celotajs” Mrs. Antra Damberga (also translator LV-EN-LV for this day).
09:00
Departure from the hotel for 5 days study tour. 

10:30
Guesthouse  “Saulrieti” (Green Certificate) by the sea. Coffee.
11:30
Camping “Lauču akmens” by the sea. 
12:30
Visiting a potter in Skulte village. Mr. Preiss produces pottery of laconic form and subdued decoration. Visitors can tour the workshop and kiln, and they can try their hand at working with the clay themselves.
13.10
Former fishing farm “Duntes Urdziņas”, now a popular holiday place (B&B accommodation and a summer cottage) by the sea.
14:00
Lunch at the “Mill tavern” of Igate castle. Possible sightseeing in Igate castle.

Free time and departure for the hotel “Brīze”

19:00
Dinner and overnight at the hotel “Brīze” www.brize.lv, (SGL room accommodation).
Thursday April 28th 
Vidzeme region

08:00
Breakfast. Translator Ms.Linda Deicmane (LV-EN-LV)

09:00
Departure for country house “Mačkalni” (Green Certificate).

09:30
“Mačkalni” (B&B) a traditional Latvian country house. Nature trails along the river Salaca. Coffee.

12:15
Vacation cottage “Denderi” (Green Certificate).
13:00
Lunch at the tavern “Mazais Ansis”, Vaidavas village or “Šķesteri”, Straupe village.
14:30
Departure for country house “Jaun-Ieviņas”.
15:30
Country house “Jaun-Ieviņas” – breeder of wild horses. On some 20 hectares of land, 11 wild horses have been grazing since July 2002. The horses sometimes allow people who arrive with good intentions to approach to a distance of just few meters. Coffee.

17:15
Departure for Ligatne.
18:30
Country home “Avoti” (Green Certificate) 
19:30
Dinner at guest house “Lāču miga” in the Gauja National Park in Ligatne.

Overnight at the guest house “Lāču miga” (SGL room accommodation). 

Friday April 29th
Region of Central Vidzeme

08:00
Breakfast.

09:00
Departure.

09:30
Vacation cottage “Meža rozes”.

10:15 
Vacation cottages “Ezerklabi” (Green Certificate) and “Meža namiņš”. Coffee.
11:30
Departure for Cēsis town. 

13:30
Lunch in Cēsis town.
15:00
Departure for guesthouse “Kučuru dzirnavas” (Green Certificate). An old mill, which has been reconstructed as a guesthouse several years ago.  One floor contains a museum with all the equipment and tools from the mill's.
16:00
Guesthouse “Kučuru dzirnavas”. Cofee.

17:30
Departure for “Grašu” castle, Cesvaine town.
19:00
Dinner and overnight at the “Grašu” castle (SGL room accommodation).
Saturday April 30th 
Region of Central Vidzeme

08:00
Breakfast and departure for Madona town.
09:30
Visit of ice-cream producer. “LatSalta” – Latvia’s leading producer of ice-creams in terms of variety – more than 80 different sorts of ice-cream, all of them without any preservatives. Departure for Kalsnava village.
10:45
The Kalsnava wicker-works. There are not many artisans who are still making use of the traditions that have been developed over the course of centuries, using wicker from locally grown willow trees in their work.
14:00
Country house “Zaķi” (Green Certificate) – a former farmstead which has been turned into a guesthouse (buildings and surroundings). The hostess owns a tree-nursery. Lunch in the country house.
16:00
Departure for country home “Puķkalniņi”.
17:00
Meeting and discussions with Mrs.Asnate Ziemele, president of the Association.
19:00
Dinner and overnight at the country home “Puķkalniņi” (3 SGL and 2 TWIN room accommodation. Facilities in the room or in the floor).
Sunday May 1st 
Region of Central Vidzeme

09:00
Breakfast.

10:00
Departure for the camping “Sniedzes”, on the way to Riga.

10:30
Camping “Sniedzes”. Coffee.
13:00
Lunch at the village house “Straumēni” (Green Certificate).
14:30
Departure for Riga 

16:00
End of study tour and return in Riga. Accommodation at the hotel TIA*** in Riga (SGL room accommodation).
Monday May 2nd
Riga



Breakfast.
10:00 – 12.00
Visit the office of Country Tourism Association of Latvia „Lauku Celotajs” and introduction of the association’s work. The meeting will be translated to French language.

Afternoon on your own arrangement

We suggest to book the sightseeing in Riga city and Old town of Riga. Rīga - the capital of Latvia and the geographical centre of the Baltic States, Medieval Hanseatic town. The city is situated on both banks of the river Daugava near the Gulf of Riga. Daugava River separates city in two parts: on the right bank of the river one can see eldest part of the city – Vecriga (Old Riga), with Riga Castle, St.Peter's church, Dome Cathedral, the Old Guild houses. The Old Town is surrounded by the ring of boulevards, but the left bank is occupied by other part of the city called Pardaugava.    
Overnight at the hotel TIA *** in Riga (SGL room accommodation).
Tuesday May 3rd 
Riga  



13:00
Departure from hotel to the airport of Riga


14:45
Departure from Riga
