Review summary
Environmental, social and economical aspects in sustainable rural tourism development
situation, analysis, proposals
The aim of the review is to demonstarte the positive aspects of sustainable rural tourism and its added value potential as a rural development tool to rural tourism providers, municipalities and state agencies, NGOs and all those, involved in rural tourism organisation and management.  

The review identifies the impacts rural tourism and its related activities leave on environment, biological diversity, economical, social and cultural life, and characterises the positive and negative impacts. 

The review presents proposals on actions to prevent the negatve impacts of tourism, describes the role and recommendable actions of state institutions, self-governments, NGOs and others involved with development of sustainable rural tourism. The review gives arguments in favour of introduction of sustainability criteria into rural tourism quality scheme, and lists sustainability indicators for rural tourism accommodation sector.

Integration of the principles of sustainable development into operations of rural tourism accommodation establishments provides economical effect, improves welfare, preserving of important natural values and biological diversity, which is one of the key tourism resources in rural areas. However, it has to be stressed that sustainable rural tourism development can not take place in isolation, without sustainable development of related rural sectors.
The review provides extended proposals for actions and measures by responsibility levels of stakeholders in environmental, social and economical sectors to reduce or prevent the negative impacts and facilitate the development of sustainable rural tourism:

Environment:

1. Rational use and management of natural and other resources
2. Measures to maintain biological diversity
3. Development of infrastructure
4. Environment friendly information
5. Promotion of ecolabelling
6. Administrative measures
7. Research, monitoring
Economy:

1. Privileges in entrepreneurship
2. Development of infrastructure
3. Support for specific rural tourism activities
4. Improvement of local economy
Social and cultural field:

1. Maintenance of national and rural traditions
2. Elimination of „disturbance factor” of the local community
3. Raising of environmental education and awareness 

4. Co-operation facilitation
Policy planning:

1. Improvement of normative legislation
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