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Latvian Country Tourism Association

Founded: 1993 
Members: ~320 
Bed places: ~ 9085
Staff: ~ 12

www.countryholidays.lv

http://www.countryholidays.lv/
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Project “Proposals for environmental policy and 
governance based on demonstration of environmental, 
social and economic benefits from tourism in the Slitere

national park - a NATURA 2000 territory”

The goal: involvement of local community to ensure
contribution from tourism in the local economy while
preseving the nature values in the protected nature
territory POLPROP- NATURA 

LIFE07 ENV/LV/000981
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Project goals

Develop environment and tourism
policy proposal document on
sustainable tourism for biodiversity in
Latvia.

Develop sustainable tourism
management model of a Natura 2000
site.

Build positive awareness of Natura 2000.
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Project area: the Slītere national park -
nature values

Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis, LLTA 
"Lauku ceļotājs"
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Project area: former miltary zone, 
restricted access
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7Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Project area: cultural heritage in the 
Slītere national park

Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis, LLTA 
"Lauku ceļotājs"
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Heritage from a visitor’s view

-Typical for all the coastline

- Typical for the Livonian coast

- Unique

- .... subjective criteria....

Looking for:
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There and now ...

1920 – 19930 (courtesy of B.  Šuvcāne)

2009. gads
Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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The Liv culture centre in the 
1930ties and now

Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis, LLTA 
"Lauku ceļotājs"
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis, LLTA 
"Lauku ceļotājs"
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The Slitere lighthouse
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Traditional architecture and coastal 
building guidelines

• to identify the principles
of traditional coastline
architecture

• regional specifics –
project area

• guideline document for
building and construction
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Traditional “small room”

14
Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Line of small yards
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis



POLPROP- NATURA 
LIFE07 ENV/LV/000981

Monuments of traditional village 
architecture at Sīkrags
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Unique building at Košrags  
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Traditional building elements -
corner joints
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Fencing systems
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Boat huts – “smoke rooms”
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Boat cemetery
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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...since the epoch of sailing ships
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Specific coastal landscape as a 
value
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Stories – linking the architecture 
with the local life
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Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Suggestions for local discussions

• What is “common”?

• What is “characteristic and typical”?

• What is “unique”?

• What should be conserved and why?

• What are we preserving – the former, the 
existing, the changing, the future?

• Interests of tourists and general public?

Prezentācija, foto: Juris Smaļinskis
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Architecture guidelines based on:

- interest and need expressed by local
governments and community

- Purpose of the guidelines:

- maintain the unique identity of the
region
- offer a reference material for
contemporary builders
- offer a reference material for local
municipalities and architects
responsible for building and
construction in coastal areas
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Writing process:

- identify local architectural traditions in
cooperation with acrhitectural heritage specialists

~185 buildings 

inspected in the 

summer of 2010
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Writing process:

-discussions with local residents – how they want
to see their living environment.
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Writing process:

- consultation with professional architects and
builders on how to integrate traditional elements
in contemporary building
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Contents of the guideline document – draft version:

1. Survey of the coastal architectural heritage:

Homesteads and villages, the principles of forming yards, architectural forms of

buildings, building materials, finishing materials, traditional architectural

elements, small architecture forms.

2. Basic concepts of building construction in coastal areas respecting the
historical continuity

3. Development of common infrastructure

4. New building constructions:

Planning the land plots, height of buidings, arranging constructions in the yard

(distances between buildings), facades, roofing, colors, finishing materials,

fencing, small architecture forms, recreational areas, etc.....
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We believe in cooperation!

“Lauku ceļotājs” www.celotajs.lv

tel.: 67617600 asnate@celotajs.lv

http://www.celotajs.lv/
mailto:asnate@celotajs.lv

