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The Iron Curtain divided Europe 
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...zur Lebenslinie  
Lifeline Green Belt 

“Hotspot” of Biodiversity and Backbone of an ecological network  
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...zur Lebenslinie  Value and perception of the Green Belt 

Importance for 

conservation / 
ecological network 

Living memorial Nature and history 

experience area 
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...zur Lebenslinie  
Testing and developing (T+D-) project Experience Green Belt 

 Main study: January 2007 – March 2011 

Context „Nature - Culture – History“ 

Main aim: Testing and developing of bookable nature-tourism offers to strengthen the 

sustainable protection of the ecological habitat network Green Belt and to increase the 

local/regional added value.   

Project organisation: 

 Scientific steering – “bracket-function” for the Green Belt 

BUND-Project Office Green Belt cooperates with several competent partners in 

ecology, sustainable tourism and marketing  

 Implementation by local partners in three model regions 

Elbe-Altmark-Wendland 
(Saxony-Anhalt, Lower Saxony, 

Brandenburg, Mecklenburg- Western 

Pommerania) 

Harz 
(Saxony-Anhalt, 

Lower Saxony) 

Thuringian Forest & Slate 

Mountains/Franconian 

Forest 

(Thuringia, Bavaria) 



“Border experience 

in the quadripoint 

country” 

“On Harz border paths 

through nature and 

history” 

“Green Belt –  

an (inter)active 

experience” 

Experience Green Belt  

Model regions and their mottoes  



Experience Green Belt  

Cooperation  

Scientific steering group (“bracket for all model regions”) 

- BUND-Project Office Green Belt 

- Alpenforschungsinstitut (AFI), private Institute for the 

development of sustainable regional development and tourism 

- Viabono, umbrella organisation for certified nature tourism 

- BföS (Bureau for Ecological Studies), nature conservation 

experts (planning, implementation and monitoring) 

Working groups in the model regions 

- Local/regional tourism agencies 

- Local/regional nature conservation association and authorities 

- Administrations (conservation areas like nature parks, 

biosphere reserves, national parks)  

- Local/regional key players (e.g. hotel managers, provider 

for tourist offers) 



Experience Green Belt -  

Development of core values for Green Belt-tourism 

history 

nature 

region/ 
culture 

• division and hurt  

• liberty and 
reunification  

• experience 

• area for recreation 
and action 

• rest/silence at the 
Green Belt  

• To enjoy typical 
specialties 
(gastronomic, 
historic/cultural… 

reflection 

pleasure liberty 

Touristic products 

- Bookable offers 

- Experience-offers 



Experience Green Belt 
Nature conservation – Identification of “no go”-areas 
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Management of open habitat types 

management of special habitat types like 
heathlands, nutrient-poor graslands, removal of 

shrubs. 

Fotos: D. Leupold, Trägerverbund Burg Lenzen e. V. 

Experience Green Belt 
Nature conservation measures - examples 



Experience Green Belt 
Nature conservation measures - examples 



Experience Green Belt 
Nature conservation – success control 
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Signposted Hiking and biking trails 

in combination with  

Audio trails, containing “audio points”: oral 

history (stories told by contemporary witnesses) 

and information about nature and culture (e.g. 
traditional handcraft) of the region 

Border experience points (“limit experience”) 

showing relicts of the borderline (e.g. 
watchtowers, former villages destroyed by the 

GDR-regime) and special natural places… 

Experience Green Belt 
Experience and touristic offers 
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Canoe tours (river Elbe) 

Hiking and sightseeing with certified 
landscape guides and contemporary 

witnesses 

Work-camps 

Experience Green Belt 
Experience and touristic offers 
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Experience Green Belt 
Bookable touristic offers 



www.experiencegreenbelt.de 



Raising public awareness 

Public-opinion poll 

Have you ever heard about the „Green Belt“? 

Population in counties along the Green Belt.  

yes no, never heard 



Raising public awareness 

Public-opinion poll 

Did you pay a targeted visit to the former border strip 

since the reunification in your free time? 

Respondents only in counties not along the Green Belt 

yes  no  



Experience Green Belt 
Transferability, carrying on after the project support…. 

4th experience region Eichsfeld  

 Affiliated to the “Experience Green Belt”-concept already during the 

project runtime but without financial support 

 Development of own touristic “Green Belt-offers” 



Mobility: Fahrtziel Natur / „Destination Nature“   

 Cooperation between Deutsche Bahn, 

BUND, Nabu and VCD since 2001 

 19 “national nature 

landscapes” (national parks, biosphere 

reserves, nature parks) in Germany and 

Switzerland  

 Upgrade also to destinations in Austria 

(NP Hohe Tauern) 



BUND-Project Office Green Belt  

Hessestrasse 4, 90443 Nuremberg, Germany 
Tel. +49-911-81878-0; Fax. +49-911-869568 

greenbelt@bund-naturschutz.de 

www.experiencegreenbelt.de 

 Further Iinformation 


