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European Green Belt Initiative
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Green Belt of Fennoscandia

Cooperation 
between 
Finland and 
the Russian 
Federation

Cooperation 
between 
Finland and 
the Russian 
Federation
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• Nature 
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• Outlook
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Balkan Green Belt: Core areas

Cross-border regions between Albania, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Greece.
Newly proposed and already existing protected sites.
15 sites to form a green corridor stretching from Albania almost to East 
Rhodope (Bulgaria, Greece).

• Background

• Idea/Vision

• Set up

• Actions

• Nature 
Tourism

• Outlook
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German Green Belt

intensive agricultural
use

10,9%

built up areas / roads

2,4%

afforestations

1,3%

semi-natural to close
to natural habitats

85,4%

Percentages of land-use types in the Green Belt (2001/2002):
• Background

• Idea/Vision

• Set up

• Actions

• Nature 
Tourism

• Outlook

16 % of the area covered by Annex I habitats (Habitats Directive)
48,8 % of the area covered by endangered habitat types
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1st International Conference 

First step: International conference 
"Perspectives of the Green Belt" 
(15th-16th July 2003, Bonn)

• Background

• Idea/Vision

• Set up

• Actions

• Nature 
Tourism

• Outlook
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Length: > 12.500 km
Wilderness areas
Water ecosystems
Cultural landscapes
Endangered species

European Green Belt I
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European Green Belt II

Vision:
To create the backbone of an ecological network running from the
Barents Sea to the Black Sea that is a global symbol for transboundary
cooperation in nature conservation and sustainable development.

Chances offered by the European Green Belt:
to save part of the pan-European Nature Heritage
contribution to a pan-European ecological network
corridor across many landscapes (climate change mitigation)
to save a living historic monument
to enhance cooperation across borders and sectors
to help overcoming the historical division of Europe
to raise public interest for a nature conservation topic
region for sustainable regional development (extensive agriculture, 
nature tourism etc.)
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2nd International Conference I

• Background

• Idea/Vision

• Set up

• Actions

• Nature 
Tourism

• Outlook
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Location: transboundary National Park

2nd International Conference II
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2nd International Conference II

Historical
place
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Action plan

programme - element 1:
direct action to implement the
European Green Belt

programme - element 2:
agreement on cooperations and 
organisational structure

programme - element 3: preparations
of common transboundary activites

Programme of work:• Background

• Idea/Vision

• Set up

• Actions

• Nature 
Tourism

• Outlook
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Organisational structure

Overall coordination:
IUCN

• Green Belt Secretariat
• Green Belt Coordinator

Regional coordination:
Northern section: Association 
of Northwest Russian 
Zapovedniks & National Parks
Central section: Friends of the 
Earth (BUND/BN Bayern) 
Southeastern section:
EURONATUR

23 states
18 national “focal points”

• Background

• Idea/Vision

• Set up

• Actions

• Nature 
Tourism

• Outlook
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Actions

Meetings of the working group
pan-European
regional (sometimes in the context of 
other projects)
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Green Belt Mapping Project

General data basis on the situation of the European 
Green Belt (land use, protected areas etc.)

2005 – 2007 by IUCN + BfÖS

BfN funded methods, mapping of Central European 
Green Belt;
(DBU funded mapping of Fennoscandian and Balkan 
Green Belt)
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National Parks/Zapovedniks along
the European Green Belt

1 a/b Øvre- Pasvik (NOR) / Zapovednik Pasvik (RUS)
2 Urho-Kekkonen (FIN)
3 Riisitunturi (FIN)
4 a/b Oulanka (FIN) / Paanajärvi (RUS)
5 Kalewala (RUS)
6 Hiidenportti (FIN)
7 Koli (FIN)
8 Patvinsuo (FIN)
9 Petkeljärvi (FIN)
10 Valkmusa (FIN)
11 Laheema (EST)
12 Matsalu (EST)
13 Kemeri (LV)
14 Slitere (LV)
15a/b Kuřių Nerija (LV) / Kurschkaja Kossa (RUS)
16 Slowinski (PL)
17 Jasmund (D)
18 Vorpommersche Boddenlandschaft (D)
19 Harz (D)
20a/b Šumava (CZ) / Bayerischer Wald (D)
21a/b Thayatal (A) / Podyjí (CZ)
22a/b Neusiedler See (A) / Fertő Hanság (H)
23 Triglav (SLO)
24 Donau-Drau (H)
25 Golubac (SRB)
26 Skutari (MNE)
27 Mavrovo (MK)
28 Shebenik-Jablanica (AL)
29 a/b/c/d Galicia (MZ)/Prespa (AL)/Pelister (MZ)/Prespa (GR)Grafik: BUND-Projektbüro Grünes Band, 2009
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Green Belt Mapping Project

Local application tested in two model regions
Guidelines on the application of the 
database developed – goals /
options for local use:

• Synthesis of site descriptions and processing of 
material

• Identification of potentials in transboundary
cooperation for nature conservation (e.g. 
management and development)

• Site specific recommendations for joint regional 
development

• Analysis of biodiversity, species and habitats 
along the Green Belt

• Studies on landscape ecology, analyses of 
connectivity and surroundings.

• Suggestions for a foresighted adaption to 
climate change

• Identification of potentials in transboundary
cooperation for nature conservation (e.g. 
management and development)

• Site specific recommendations for joint 
regional development
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INTERREG III B-project
„Green Belt“ (CADSES-Region) 

June 2006 – May 2008 
EU-financed: approx. 750.000 €

Objectives:
Preservation and development of transboundary
ecological corridor „Green Belt" through …

gap-analysis
sustainable regional development
careful  infrastructural development of the (former) 
border areas
public relations, touristic marketing, educational 
projects
establishment of long lasting transboundary
networks in the CADSES-Area and beyond

www.greenbelteurope.eu
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INTERREG IV B-project
„baltic green belt“

January 2009 – January 2012
Total budget: 2.45 Mio €
22 Partner Organisations
Lead: University Kiel

Objectives:
Improve the implementation of
integrated Coastal Zone Mana-
gement, capacity building
Improve Baltic Sea biodiversity and
reduce eutrophication
Communicate consequences of
global climate change on coastal areas
Integrate human activities with the
natural environment in protected as
well as non-protected areas

http://www.balticgreenbelt.uni-kiel.de/
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Project area: 300 km2

Core area:  146 km2

Period:  1992 – 2009
Funding: ca. 25 million €

Large scale nature conservation project
Schaalsee-Landscape (Germany)

© Klaus Leidorf

© Dieter Damschen
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Border area between Albania
and Macedonia

34 km of the Green Belt
important habitat for bear, wolf
and lynx (Balkan subspecies)
preparation of National Parks
capacity building

Follow up projects
on Balkan lynx

Project Jablanica-Shebenik
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European Green Belt – Information

Webpages:
http://www.europeangreenbelt.org
http://www.greenbelteurope.eu
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Exhibition catalogue German/English

Information – public relations work

European Green Belt
Exhibition at Linz
(European Culture
Capital 2009)

Now turned into
travelling exhibition
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Joint public relations work I

TV-Documentaries
(e.g. BBC, ARD, ZDF, 
ORF, 3 SAT, Arte, 
France 5)

DVDs

Publications
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Joint public relations work II

Alternative travel fair “Reisepavillion” in Munich 26.02.-
01.03.2009 – main topic “Green Belt”

Press journeys organized, e.g. April 27.-30.2009 
focusing on the project regions “Experience Green Belt”

Naturathlon (August 2009) – Nature sports event
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Green Belt Central Europe 
Examples for Projects and ActivitiesNature tourism – Green Belt of 

Fennocandia
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Green Belt Central Europe 
Examples for Projects and ActivitiesNature tourism – Green Belt of 

Fennocandia



Nature Tourism Conference, Riga, 23.03.2011, Dr. Karin Ullrich, BfN, Biotope Protection and Biotope Management

‚Experience Green Belt‘
(Germany)

Complex structure:
• three model regions 

(MR)
• in each region 

numerous partners 
from:

nature conservation, 
tourism and 
administration
several federal states 
(Bundesländer)

• lots of coordination, 
public relation work etc.

Elbe / Altmark /
Wendland (MR I)

Harz (MR II)

Thuringian / 
Franconian Forest
(MR III)

Scientific 
steering m

odulI
support and coordination of the M

R

corporate design, public relation w
ork

m
odulII

scientific m
onitoring

Steering boardSteering board

Three m
odel regions (M

R
)
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Mapping – Planning
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Planning – Management
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Nature experience

hiking paths

canoeing 

biking courses

audio guided tours

guided tours
(specific education
programmes
for nature guides)

work camps

special touristic offers
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Younger German history

historic workshops

cooperation with border 
museums

interviews with contemporary
witnesses (recordings used in 
audio guided tours)

development and 
reconstruction of border 
relicts

Fotos: D. Leupold, Trägerverbund Burg Lenzen e. V.
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Culture 

literature dealing with aspects of 
nature or history of the border area 
(exhibition, catalogue)
art projects with schools
land art projects
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Offer of information

Green Belt Exhibitions:
New national park visitor center 
TorfHaus
Probstzella – former border 
crossing point (railway)
Mödlareuth – divided village
Mobile exhibition
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Information points ‚Experience Green Belt‘
internet access and special information on the Green Belt

opportunity to hire audio guides (MP3-, SatNav-audio guides)

Mobile phone guides

Information boards

Printed information
maps

tour books

flyers

etc.

Offer of information



22 – 24 March 2011, Toronto, Dr. Uwe Riecken

Touristic offers

Elbe-Altmark-
Wendland
Harz
Thuringian / 
Franconian Forest
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www.experiencegreenbelt.de

general 
information

regions

touristic 
offers

outdoor 
navigator
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Corporate Design
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Green Belt Central Europe 
Examples for Projects and ActivitiesNature tourism – Shebenik-Jablanica/ 

Macedonia-Albania
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Nature tourism – Shebenik-Jablanica/ 
Macedonia-Albania
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Green Belt Central Europe 
Examples for Projects and Activities

Balkan Green Belt
Albania – FYR Macedonia – Greece

Nature tourism – Prespa-Ohrid-Region
Macedonia-Albania-Greece
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Outlook I

Coordination work:
IUCN has no capacities and funding for European Green Belt 
coordinator and secretariat
A coordination board will be formed and take over the work 
(Regional Coordinators + selected National Focal Points and 
NGOs from each region)
A project funded by BfN is in preparation to develop an 
improved working structure including a sustainable funding 
mechanism

Programme of work:
Update/Follow up-version necessary
Filling of gaps in implementation, e.g.:

• Establishment and use of European Green Belt as Label
• Improve establishment of approach on the ground, better 

integration of national parks and conservation areas

Coordination work:
IUCN has no capacities and funding for European Green Belt 
coordinator and secretariat
A coordination board will be formed and take over the work 
(Regional Coordinators + selected National Focal Points and 
NGOs from each region)
A project funded by BfN is in preparation to develop an 
improved working structure including a sustainable funding 
mechanism

Programme of work:
Update/Follow up-version necessary
Filling of gaps in implementation, e.g.:

• Establishment and use of European Green Belt as Label
• Improve establishment of approach on the ground, better 

integration of national parks and protected areas
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Outlook II

Meetings:
Some future meetings that are needed to discuss and 
establish the working structure and the update of the PoW
can hopefully be integrated in the project mentioned

Public relations work:
A lot of material available long term use of products

Political lobbying e.g. towards EU:
increased efforts necessary

Tourism - nature conservation:
Intact nature + history + cultural identity that can be 
experienced form the touristic potential of the European 
Green Belt
use chance for soft touristic development taking care to 
preserve these values!
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Outlook III

INTERREG IV B Central project “Greennet” in 
Central Europe:

Start: April 1st (end May 2014)
Objectives (within the Central European Green Belt):

• safeguarding an interlinked ecological network (focus on legally non- or 
low protected ecologically valuable areas)

• lobbying at EU level
• enhance nature protection in 5 Greennet pilot areas
• enhance civic participation and public awareness (focus on pilot areas)
• joint transnational strategy for management and securing non- or low 

protected areas (volunteer approach)

Kick-off meeting planned for end of June some partners of the 
Baltic Green Belt project will be invited
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