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Latvijas Lauku tūrisma asociācija        
Latvian Country Tourism Association

L A U K U   C E Ļ O T Ā J S 


Workshop 
Rural tourism: changing concepts for quality?

state of art – innovation – local values

June 9, 2010, Riga, Latvia

Speaker guidelines

The workshop agenda is structured in 3 panels:

Panel 1: 
Rural tourism in Europe – state of art and quo vadis?

Panel 2:
Innovations in rural tourism – beyond the traditional concepts 
Panel 3:
Regional and specialised tourism products – how to improve the local value chain

Each panel is introduced by a key speech to present the panel topic and followed by panel discussions. Simultaneous translation will be provided. Keynote speakers and panellists are asked to send their PPTs to asnate@celotajs.lv by 04.06.2010.

Keynote speakers

Keynote speakers are asked to prepare a 30 minute speech to present the panel topic in its wider conceptual context with  practical / real examples as reference.  After presentation, the keynote speakers will chair discussions, therefore they are asked to prepare questions provoking discussions and involving the audience. Questions shall be asked to the panellists, after all panel presentations. At the end of the panel session, the chair shall give a brief summary.   

They shall deliver PPT version of their presentation   (15-25 slides)
Panellists

The panellists are asked to prepare a 15 minute PPT presentation to briefly introduce the situation in their countries and pose questions that are really hot in the sector. After presentations, the panellists are prepared to answer the questions from the chairperson, other panellists and audience. The panel discussions should bring out issues that are essential in rural tourism sector from the grassroots through to the organisational level.

They shall deliver PPT of the presentation

The audience

The rural tourism workshop is combined with the Latvian rural tourism conference, with the audience of ca 200 persons. International audience will represent rural tourism organisations, training institutions etc at level of decision makers from at least 20 countries in Europe. Latvian rural tourism stakeholders will represent RT providers, municipality specialists, ministry representatives, tourist information offices, regional tourism organisations, training sector. 

Proposed structure of the panel presentations:

Panel 1: Rural tourism in Europe – state of art and quo vadis?

- introduction of your organisation, tasks, financing principles

- current RT product (accommodation, most demanded extra services)

- price levels, taxation

- customer profile,  market trends

- past experience and new directions, trends, opportunities in development of RT 

- other essential/specific points

Panel 2: Innovations in rural tourism – beyond the traditional concepts 

- traditional RT product in your country

- the need for innovation in RT product

- development through inovation in rural tourism

- examples of innovative RT products and/or concepts

- introduction of the new products in the market

- other essential/specific points

Panel 3: Regional and specialised tourism products – how to improve the local value chain

- RT products based on local assets and resources
- who initiates these products

- the process of stakeholder involvement

- continuity of the process and results

- cooperation forms with public institutions (municipalities, protected nature areas, etc.)

- other essential/specific points
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