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Latvian Country Tourism Association  

Legal form: NGO (owns a Ltd. company for commercial 
activities) 
Founded: 1993  
Members: ~350 (rural tourism providers) 
Staff: ~14 
Office: in Riga 

Functions: 

• RT product development 

• Quality control and labelling 

• Povider training and consultations 

• Promotion and marketing   
 (brochures, maps, Internet) 

• Lobbying for interests of members  

• Project implementation  



Project goals: 

 improvement of the ecological status of the 
terrestrial and marine Baltic Sea area 

 development of an ecological network under 
the umbrella of the European Green Belt in the 
Baltic Sea area 

 fostering transnational collaboration of 
stakeholders in sustainable development of the 
coast 

 identification of barriers and success factors of 
ICZM ( = sustainable coastal development) 

Project goals 

Pan-European Green Belt  Meeting, Linz, October 21st, 2009 

until 2008 since 2009 

Maack, Günther & Sterr 

Latvian Baltic Green Belt Integration into the 
European Green Belt Initiative 



Project goals 

Pan-European Green Belt  Meeting, Linz, October 21st, 2009 Maack, Günther & Sterr 

KOLKA: COAST GUARD POST 



Project goals 

Pan-European Green Belt  Meeting, Linz, October 21st, 2009 Maack, Günther & Sterr 

MAZIRBE: COAST GUARD FACILITY 



SECRET BUNKER IN LIGATNE 



 Green Belt activities in Latvia 

Nature and culture heritage tourism: Data base of military 
heritage and nature sites 
 

 

http://www.celotajs.lv/entity/list/objectType/C
ulturalSight?lang=en 

http://www.celotajs.lv/entity/list/objectType/CulturalSight?lang=en
http://www.celotajs.lv/entity/list/objectType/CulturalSight?lang=en


Google Map – strategic locations 



Stories, memories, legends 

 



THE VAINODE AIRFIELD 



Military heritage and nature tours 



Media Tours to Baltic Green Belt sites 

• good media coverage achieved 
in printed media, radio, web 
portals 
• public attention drawn to 
military heritage management 
issues 
• dialogue between isolated 
parts of society 



Map of Military Heritage 

• Presentation of the Military 
Heritage map on 24.02.2011. at 
the Latvian War Museum 
 
• Presentation  attended by 83 
participants – tourism providers 
and specialists of the field, 
representatives of national and 
local government bodies, media 
and other stakeholders. 



Baltic Nature Tourism Conference,  
Baltic Green Belt Workshop,  

excursion to project area (March 22-24, 2011) 



Military Heritage as a Potential Tourism 
Resource – Military Objects’ Usage Guidelines  



Project impact: military objects in tourism 

Spilve airfield 

• Latvian Aviation centre since 1919 

• The airfield building erected in 1954 

in the pompous Stalin’s classicism style 

• In 2009 the State Inspection for 

Cultural Heritage designates the 

protected status of cultural and 

historical heritage 

• renovated by a private  company and 

open to public 
 



Project impact: military objects in tourism 

Mārupe municipality maintains  
IL-28 aircraft as a tourist attraction 
   



Guide to the Coast of the Baltic Sea 

•55 attraction sites 

•28 touring routes 

•55 guest accommodations 

•information about Europe 

and Baltic Green Belt 

•Languages: EN, DE, RU 



Sustainable tourism model In Slitere National 
park www.polprop.celotajs.lv :  

• Developed under the project 

“Proposals for environmental 

policy based on demonstration 

of environmental, social and 

economic benefits from tourism 

in the Slītere National Park”, 

(LIFE07 ENV/LV/000981). 

 

• Implemented in the Slītere 

National Park, Latvia, in 2009-

2012. 

 

• Represents documentation of 

experience in developing a 

sustainable tourism destination 

in a nature protected area. 

http://www.polprop.celotajs.lv/


 

Latvian Country Tourism Association “Lauku ceļotājs” 

Kalnciema 40, Rīga LV-1046, tel.: +371 67617600 

asnate@celotajs.lv,  www.celotajs.lv 
 

Facebook: Lauku celotajs 
 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/laukucelotajs 
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http://www.celotajs.lv/
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