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The role of coastal tourism in Estonia – the current 
situation, vision, development



Current situation
Mai n market s

Ger many
Uni t ed 
Ki ngdom



What has been done?
www.visitestonia.com North-Estonia West-Estonia

Number of nature 
tourism objects/sites

301 247



What has been done?
Campaign deepESTroots

Sea

Beaches

I sl ands

Ot her  ( bogs,  
f or est ,  
r i ver s,  l akes 
et c. )



What has been done?
Co- oper at i on wi t h mar i nas

Soel a mar i na i n Saar emaa



Examples
Nor t h- Est oni a



For est s,  wi l dl i f e 
and hi st or i cal  
t owns sur r oundi ng 
t he compact  capi t al  
ci t y Tal l i nn i s 
what  Nor th Estoni a 
i s most  appr eci at ed 
f or .

Special about
Nat i onal  par k Lahemaa and 
hi st or i cal  t owns



Vi si t or s can enj oy l ong 
sceni c coastal  wal ks 
admi r i ng nor t her n Est oni a’ s 
l i mest one cl i f f  l i ni ng t hat  
hi des sedi ment s and f ossi l s 
dat i ng back mi l l i ons of  
year s.  

Mor eover ,  a shor t  hop on a 
boat  dur i ng t he summer  
season wi l l  open a door  t o 
t he t i ny rural  i sl ands 
hi di ng of f  t he nor t her n 
coast .

Familiar, and yet unfamiliar
Li mest one cl i f f  and l i t t l e 
i sl ands



Examples
West - Est oni a



Local initiatives 

Mai n goal :  t o i ncr ease t he vi si t or  number s of  t he 
r egi on and desi gni ng t he posi t i ve i mage of  t he r egi on.

Romant i c Coast l i ne

. . . was bor n i n  2008,  by t our i sm ent r epr eneur s.



Tourism and nature conservation
LI FE10 NAT / EE/ 107 Ur bancows 

The cat t l e gr azi ng i nsi de t he ci r cl e of  t he nat ur e t r ai l  r i ght  next  t o t he 
l ar ge spa- hot el  and t he most  f amous publ i c beach of  Est oni a.  Phot o:  LI FE10 
NAT / EE/ 107  Ur bancows



Tourism and underwater heritage
Bal t i c Hi st or y Beneat h Sur f ace:  Under wat er  Her i t age 
Tr ai l s I n Si t u 
and Onl i ne ( BALTACAR)  

E. Russ wreck close to island Hiiumaa is one of the most visited 
objects in Estonian waters. 
Photo: Juha Flinkman, SubZone OY/ Estonian Heritage Board 2013

Expected outcome: new 
tourist attractions in 
supplied with buoys, 
underwater information 
boards and dive trails. 
Long-term: increase the 
number of visits to our 
region.

. . . ai ms t o  demonst r at e 
t he huge t our i sm 
pot ent i al  of  t he 
under wat er  cul t ur al  
her i t age of  t he Bal t i c 
Sea by devel opi ng easy 
and conveni ent  ways 
f or  vi si t i ng our  
uni que and wel l  
pr eser ved under wat er  
si t es   i n  s i t u .



More use of existing and hidden values

Nat i onal  devel opment al  pr ogr amme

Task 1. 5:  Devel opment  of  
sustai nabl e tour i sm  

Envi r onment al  Boar d i ni t i at es  
and suppor t s act i vi t i es whi ch 
hel p t o bui l d envi r onment al  
f r i endl y t our i sm ser vi ces and 
pr oduct s based on nat ur al  
r esour ces ( e. g.  cur at i ve sea 
mud) .  

West-Estonian Archipelago

Ki ds on t he way t o i sl and 
Vi l sandi  



Geopar k st r i ves t o use t he ar eas 
geol ogi cal  scene i n or der  t o pr omot e 
t our i sm,  envi r onment al  awar eness and 
l ocal  devel opment .

More use of existing and hidden values
Saar t e Geopar k

. . . ai ms at  i nt r oduci ng 
and pr eser vi ng t he 
l ocal  geol ogy,  cul t ur al  
her i t age and nat ur e.  

Panga cl i f f ;  phot o Val mar  Vool ai d



National parks



National parks

Mat sal u Nat i onal  
Par k was awar ded 
wi t h t he Eur opean 
Char t er  f or  
Sust ai nabl e 
Tour i sm i n 
Pr ot ect ed Ar eas i n 
2015.   



Future plans
St r at egy f or  coast al  t our i sm

including Birdwatching
Hiking
Sailing 



Future plans
Ther e i s never  enough of  good co- oper at i on 



Thank you!
Cont act :  Kai a Trei er
NGO West - Est oni a Tour i sm
kai a. t rei er@west est oni a. e
e
www. west est oni a. ee
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